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8 « If they hear not Moſes and the/Prophets, neither will they be perſuaded 
though one roſe from the Dead.” Fi 2 2 


Know this firſt, that no Prophecy of the Solpture is ef avy 3 = 
Interpretation. For the Prophecy came not-in old Time by the Will of Man, 
but. holy FF the Holy Ohoſt. 

2 Pet. i. 20, 21. 
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Gov who at ſundry times, and in divers manners the in 
time paſt unto the Fathers by the Prophets, hath in theſe 
laft days ſpoken unto us by his Son, whom be hath ap- 
8 tir of all things, by whom alſo he made the 
wor 


tiom was pleaſed to make more full declarations of his 


wy 6 — r other perſon or people. His 


wiſdom ap in order 


the principal diſcoveries 


that 
which had appeared in ordering tha mee 


be 2 to after ages. 
| | Hatter mankind: at an extraordinary rate, who Hy 
| divine truths could have been if no 
— ws had been led. The hiſtory of events re- 


corded in the Bible, would long ſince have ſuffered fa' 


much by bold additions, or eſs omiſſions that we 


ſhould not have had leſt to us the memory or traces of the 
firſt real truths thereof. But Gon, through his all- wiſe 


8 has handed his ſacred book down 


times, nearly in its original tate, not- 
withRanding the malice and envy of Satan and his fol- 
A 1 lower? 


| 


HEN Gon had called Abraham, * after un 
the Iſraelitiſh nation into covenant, he by reuela- 
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them ſome latent ſenſe, and ſecret will of God's. 


* T0 THE READER. 
lowers, have tried and endeayourcd to overſct and deſtroy 
it in the ſeveral different ages of the world. 
The knowledge which the learned men and philoſo- 
phers of old were endowed with, proceeded generally from 


ſelf-taught or human wiſdom, and was widely different 


from the knowledge which comes from Gop by inſpira- 
tion and revelation. The facred writings, eſpecially the 
propbetical, are not owing to the invention of man, but to 
the inſpiration of the Almighty, fuch as the Old and New 
Teſtament abound with, and which have been written in 
the ſeveral ages of the world, and in divers languages. 
All the books in the Old and New Teſtament are ac: 
counted of divine original in an uncommon way, and can 
be only underſtood by thoſe that are ſpiritually learned, 


and informed thereof, by inward revelation. I his is the 


true reaſon that ſo many Commentators upon the ſacred 
writings have failed, in their interpretation of them, they 
not having the bleſſed operation of the Holy Spirit. 

But the writers of them were inſtructed by God, and 


. by his appointment they were wrote, and recorded and 
publiſhed for the benefit of mankind, that Rep might be 


inſtructed therein according to his divine will and com- 
mand. That Gon can operate immediately upon the 
minds of men muſt be owned for a truth, and it is certain 
that God did, by the immediate operation of his Holy 
Spirit, beſtow his knowledge of future events to his Apoſ- 
The Apoſtles had the glorious miniſtry of the Spirit; 
they had extraordinary inſpirations and divers revelations. 


They had communication with Gop and JESUS CH RST. 


They received ſpecial commands from the living voice of 
the, Lox o, which was abſolutely needful for For 
to bea: the title of Ambaſſador, it was neceſſaty that they 


ſhould receive their credentials and inſtructions from him- 


ſelf; ſince it is not the cuſtom for any to go Ambaſſadors 
without ſuch commiſſion, for they muſt have a command 
for it from the very mouth of Gob, before they take the 
character of Gon's Ambaſſadors. ee e ee 
Events have not always anſwered the divine prediction; 
this is, that it may be held from the ſelf-wiſe. It is 
difficult to know, when the prophetical words are to 
he taken literally, and to underſtand, when they _y in 
t 18 


true; . 


„ 


TO THE REA DER. 


| erue, that the two ways of diſcerning a, Prophet, were by 
the law of Moſes, the purity of doctrine, and the event 


of the prediction, but the event however is not always ne- 
ceſſary; for — it may not always anſwer to the 
prediction, the revelation does not ceaſe to be true; but a 


true Prophet; is owned to be ſuch by the truth or reality 


of the divine miſſion made to the perſon of the Prophet, 
and not the ſucceſs or event of a thing predicted, The 
judging altogether of prophecies by the event of the pre- 
diction, is a caſe very intricate and obſcure, becauſe that 


many prophecies of commination have not had the effect. 
+ Gop reſerves to himſelf a liberty, and the execution, and 
we are not always affured of an immutability in the pur- 


The predictions of the true Prophets are not always ac - 
compliſhed. Iſaiah declared poſitively to King Hezekiah, 


that he ſhould die of the diſeaſe, whereof he was ſick, and 


yet this did not come to paſs. When the tauſe changes, it 


 _ Ought to be no wonder, that the effect changes alſo, with- 
aut accuſing the Prophet of a falſity. There are two means 
for diſcerning of true Prophets. The i is, that they 


do not lead men to idolatry; and the ſecond is, that their 
predictions are fulfilled ; the firſt of theſe means is without 


any exception; but the ſecond has ſomething in it very 


puzzling ; for it is certain, that the predictions of the di- 
vine Prophets are not always verified by the event. 


Me have examples in ſcripture, as Jer. xviit. 7, 8, 9, 10. 


and elſewhere, of ſome prophecies divine, that declared 
great bleſſings and terrible judgements, which were not 
accompliſhed ; and this — |, becauſe they were con- 
ditional in their. interpretation, as Jonah iii. 9, 10. 1 Sam. 
ii. 30. Amos vii. 3, 6. and 1 Sam. xv. 11. By cheſe ſe- 
veral inſtances people ought to examine very ſtrictly into 
prophecies and revelations, before they deny them, and ac- 


cuſe them of being falſe, leſt they ſhould prove true, and J 
thereby blaſpheme the divine reyelation. Remembering 


at this particular period of the world, when the latter days 
draw near, Rev. xxii. 19. „ And if any man ſhall take. 
« atvay from the words of the book of this prophecy, Gon 
« Hall take away his part out of the book of life, and out 


« of the haly city, and from the things which are written 


«K mn this book.” 


Fur the teſtngony of Feſus js the Spirit of prophecy.” 


4 . 
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; TO THE READER. 


be miniſtry of the Prophets was to maintain religion 
and manners in their purity and integrity, to purge out 
and correct the vice and corruption, that crept in from 
time to time z and to ſtand up againſt all authority that 
oppoſed and contradicted the will of Gop. And to re- 
tain or reſettle all things in the church, in their firſt eſtate, 
by the ſame Spirit that had eſtabliſhed them in the begin- 


42 * . when the apoſtate mi- 
8 niſters propagated falſe doctrines, neglecting their duty, and 
drawing people into idolatry, by which means they fell into 
* departing from primitive ſimplicity, and 
. Gop then fum- 
moned the prieſts and people unto repentance, by. the 
means of ; and let none think 
that Gop will not any more ſend forth ſuch extraordinary 
meſſengers, for we are now rebellious as IsRAEL, un- 
believing, deaf, and blind; we deſpiſe the ſervants of 
| God, and perſecute them. 2 Chron. Moreover, all 
& the chief of a 4 and the people tranſgreſſed very 


« much, after all the abominations of the heathen, and 
4 nn the LoRD, which he had in Feru- 
« ſalem, and the LORD Gon of their fathers ſent to them 
'« } eng up betimes and ing; be- 
4 en on his people, and an his diuel- 
« Jing place; but they mocked the meſſengers of Gon, and 


« deſpiſed bis words, and miſuſed his Prophets, until the © 
« wrath of the Lon p argfe againſt his people, till there 
& was no remedy.” | 771 5 
Dun, April 4, 1795. 
— The following work was wrote in the beginni 
. the preſent century, and alludes to the Frm br 
in England, and alſo to thoſe of the Cevennss.] 
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SIR, 116 me. 
* 


Vo demand of me how 1 came to think ſo 
I favourably of the prophets ? Since you ſay; 
you have been three or four times amongſt them, 
and met with nothing that could convince you they 
were of God. In anſwer thereto, I ſhall give you 
the method I made uſe of in my enquiry, and what 


reaſon I met with to determine my opinion. 


I heard iv once preſſed by one of the inſpiredy 
that every enquirer aſter truth ought to become 
as a little child, free from all prejudice, and of 
a teachable diſpoſition; and I and every man muſt 
own, that none are ſo fitly qualified to ſeek truth 
but thoſe that are ſo. 


This being fo: And I perceiving in peoples en- 


quiries into this ſubject, every man a!moſt came 


with prejudices and prepoſſeſſions of his own, It 


was no wonder to me that no more met with a 
conviction ; but the wonder was on the other ſide, 
that ſo many did. | | 


For the doctrine itſelf (though evident in the 


4 ſcriptures) yet ſo long a time having elapſed, and 
this promiſed kingdom of Chriſt not having come, 
(though expected in the apoſtles times) has made 


many to believe it never would come. And ta 


ſalve the veracity. of God, interpret the plain 


promiſes of it in a metaphorical ſenſe, and though 


there has been here and there an ingenious man} 


and a free thinker, that has endeavoured to reſcue - 


the truth of God from cheſe perverſe conſtruc- 


tions; yet, the unbelieving ſids being by much 
CH AG Se BS "ic the 2 
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| 3 LE NES 
the majority, having determined truth, as they do 
eelectiens, by the greater number of voices. And 
tzhoſe gentlemen have bore the brand (as the 
weaker fide in opinion generally do) of being 
whimlical or mad. This 1 ſay has prejudiced;the 
greateſt part of the clergy, and we know how far 
their: leaven prevails with the people. And then 
the-very pretenſions to an extraordinary gift of the 
Spirit of God, as in the apoſtles times, and to pro- 
22 and to the working of miracles, after our 
vines have ſo often told the people that there was 
no manner ot neceſſity for it, nor were they to be 
expected, is what to be ſure has prejudiced againſt 
ES this the majority of chriſtians, who generally, to 
mae themſelves. the trouble of thinking and ex- 
amining, take as divine oracles, all that the 
pPaſtor tells them from his pulpit. 
Wben one may as well enquire, however, ſince 
the extraordinary teaching of the holy Spirit of God 
is of ſuch exceeding advantage to the church, and 
that the church had the gifts extraordinary of the 
Holy Ghoſt for almoſt 300 years after our Savi- 
- our's time amongſt them, and he had promiſed it 
them to the end of the world; was it not their 
pride that contemned the plain preaching of the 
Spirit, and the degeneracy of Chriſtians that 
grie ved the Holy Spirit, and cauſed him to with- 
48 draw? And now the clergy, to have it thought 
—» _ -that they are not leſs in the favour of God than 
— + +the firſt chriſtians were, (though they have not 
this extraordinary communion with God) per- 
ſuade the world it is not neceſſary. © But however 
that may be, tis evident by almoſt each ones 
behaviour, that prophets in theſe days, is what 
__ they never dieamed of, 4nd what they are un- 
willing to believe, Though why chriſtians ſhould 
Qld | 1 not 


vell as the Jews, 1 


cannot ſee a reaſon ; Mit is evident from ſcrip- 


ture, that prophecy continued after our Saviour's- 
time, and is by the apoſtle, enjoined to be, 
amongſt the gifts of the Holy Spiele chiefly de- | 


fired. 


And if this ſtate of Ss church's erivoaph is to 


come here on earth, in which the will of God 1s 


to be done, as it is in heaven, as our Lord or- 
dered us to pray for, I could not fee that any 


thing leſs than the pouring out of the Spirit of 
God on all fleſh could bring it to that paſs. And 
therefore thought an impartial. enquiry ought to 
be made into any thing that looks like a pouring 
our of the Spirit of God; and the more ſo, becau 
thoſe that go not forth and meet the bridegroom, 
when the cry is made, will be Tor ever excluded 
the marriage feaſt, 

I having obſerved an error in ſome in their en- 


quiries into this ſubject, that when they had put 


it on one foot, and were pteſt with an objection 
that overthrew it there, then they went on ſolving 
this appearance on another foundation; and when 


they met with a rub on that foot, danced back to 


the firſt, and ſo deceived themſclves. | 
h I reſolved to take another courſe, and to exa- 


mine this appearance under all the heads I could 


put it, every one by itſelf ; which I —.— to 
theſe four, viz. | 
1. Contrivance. 
2. A Diſeaſe. 
3. Satanical Deluſion, or 
43. The holy Spirit of God, 


And I think theſe four heads comprehend all 


the ways under which we can conſider it; ſo I 
- begin with Contrivance, 
And 


| 


= 
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And in my enq . 
ainined into the lives a raters of the perſons 


thus pretending to inſpiration; for I was certain 
that no conſcience leſs then the moſt hardened, 
; could impiouſly and blaſphemoufly-ſet up to ſpeak. 
* holy Spirit of God, as the prophets did, 
when at the ſame time he knew the Entrary. 
But ] found them men of ſober lives and con- 
—— 45 ſuch as heretofore frequented the aſ- 
ſemblies for religious worſhip, men of good cha- 
fracter amongſt their neighbours. In ſhort, as 
far as man can judge (that knows not the heart) 
pious and devout chriſtians, and to have the fear 
of God before their eyes. | 
I then confidered what might be the motives 
that could put men on fuch a piece of horrid im- 


piety ;; and thoſe I brought e viz. 
1. Ambition, 
2. Gain, | 
3. Ortoſerve our r enemy by ene us. 
As to the firſt, 1 found none among the in- 
fpired (which are now above thirty that ſpeak) 
that were ever looked on to be men of ambitious 
heads, that could take any great pleaſure in being 
the chiefs of a new party, or that had abilities for 


fuch a deſign} © 
And that ſome others, not pretending to in- 


68. where the chief promoters of it under- 
hand; who had abilities I could ſe. ketle reaſon 


Firſt, becauſe they could never be accounted 

5 chief of a new ſect that are not preachers in 
For the converted would be apt to reverence 

45 inſtruments of their converſion; rather than a 

convert, as themſelves, * never ſo great 


A them. | | . 
750 | Secondly , 


, * p 
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Secondly, The doctrine they teach, is the re-— 
verſe of all ambitious deſigns: For they teach that 


all ſhall, be immediately taught of God, from the 
to the leaſt. And conſonant to this, there 
is about 200 that have already the previous to- 
kens of being ers, and the number of them 


increaſe daily; ſo that inſtead of being a ſect eſta - 


bliſhed under one or two heads (who were to have 
the honour of it) it is likely to be a party of all 
heads; which, by the way, evidenced this to me, 
that unleſs they are cemented and united by the 
one Spirit, as is pretended, they muſt of cu 
ſoon fall to the ground. 

Thirdly, The inſtruments choſen were not pro- 
E for the work, for they are not crafty cunning 
EKnaves, fit to carry on a contrivance with a 


been accounted: plain, honeſt, well-meaning peo- 
ple*; ſome of them boys and girls, of two, four, 
eight, eleven and thirteen years of age; ſervant- 
maids, and ſome of them very ignorant, as is 


evident by their converſations; which, if a; con- 


trivance, made me believe the heads not very wiſe, 
to truſt the ſecret with ſo many, and ſuch-as are ſo 
very unlikely to keep it. 

Now I could not think. that ſome might be im 
poſed on in this, (as I ſhall. ſhew in the ſecond: 


head) every one that is agitated muſt either be 


over-ruled by a ſuperior r, or elſe muſt know 
that he does it of bimſellf. and if ſo, then I muſt 
| ſuppoſe, that of the 200 now agitating: their 
bodies, there was not one who had in the leaſt; 
the fear of God before him, which I could not 
in chriſtian charity well allow. ; 
gut then I conſidered their ſpeec 
and exhortations ;.and — o3as might imagine 


1 22 n he 


grace and ſecrecy, but are generally ſuch as have 


8 
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(5:87) 
| ſome of them of parts enough to frame ſuch, yet 

I am certain the greateſt part of rhe ſpeakers are 
not; if ſo, then ſome wiler heads muſt contrive 
them, and the ſpeakers learn them by heart. And 
1 took the more pains to examine into this matter, 
becauſe I found all their diſcourſes, though never 
two alike, yet all on the fame ſubject. All con- 
formable to truth and the word of God. And 
though the ſpeakers had been of different religions, 
yet nothing of their old tenets ever crept into their 
diſcourſes.” But on the contrary, I have heard 
ſome of them, in their warnings, ſpeak againſt 
opinions that to my knowledge they have formerly 
embraced. This gave ſome umbrage that they 
might all come from one forge, 


But againſt this, I found ator particular | 
perſon ſpoke in his or her own dialed, and ex- 


preſt the things in the ſame terms and phraſes 
that he or ſne at other times uſed (conformable to 
the ancient prophets, as is manifeſtly ſeen in the 
difference of Iſaiah's ſtile, who is thought to be a 
prince, and that of Amos 2 cowherd. No it 
was ſuch a piece of difficulty to frame two or three 
diſcourſes a day for each one of twenty or twenty- 
ive people (for I am certain ſo many of the num 
ber muſt want them) all in their own dialect, and 
all different, that I cannot n — two heads 1 in 
Europe are capable to do it. 0 
But another difficulty was, that theſe ſeveral — 
ſpired live at places remote from each other, and 
it is rare they all meet together, except at their 

blick aſſemblies; ſo I could not well conceive 
how theſe ſeveral diſcourſes could with —_— be | 
conveyed to each of them every day. » | 

But ſuppoſing all that, yet I found the capa- | 


mag moſt ot the ge as unable to learn 
Win theſe 


— 


. 
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theſe diſcpurſes off by heart, and repeat them in 
a publick aſſembly, without miſſing a word, as 
they were to frame them. | 
Another argument againſt this was, that though 
ſome of theſe pretending to inſpiration, have thoſe 
about them that narrowly watch their behaviour, 
and would be glad to find any ſuch thing, yet 
have never either caught the meſſenger carrying 
theſe diſcourſes nor the perſons labouring at them, 
nor ever found any of their papers, as ever I could 
Hear of. 2. | „ 
But that which is ſtill more againſt this, is the 
number of theſe ſpeakers increaſing ſo faſt, and 
moſt of them having two or three, or more diſ- 
courſes every day, and all different, without the 
framers increaſe, in like proportion, they can 
never diſpatch the buſineſs. And if the forgers 
increaſe in like proportion, then are not their am- 
bitious deſigns anſwered. 5 

Well, then as I could not ſee any great reaſon 
to think that it was a deſign to gratify any men's 
ambition. I began to conſider whether it might 
not be done for gain. Becauſe a great number of 
theſe inſpired, are not in the moſt flouriſhing cir- 
cumſtance. N 
But then the queſtion was, hence muſt the 
pay come from? For though there are ſome gen- 
tlemen amongſt them that are men af conſiderabſe 
eſtates, yet if they could not have an ambitious 
deſign anſwered in it (as I thought it plain they 
could not) I cannot fee to what end they ſhould 


give away their money. 


Beſides, tis no little matter will do; for there 


are already 200 that muſt be in pay, and the num 

ber increaſing daily. And we cannot ſuppoſe that 

ſome of them, who are men of © buſineſs, ane 
„ C heretofore 
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heretofore of credit, will forfeit all, run the ha- 


- zard of their lives and reputations, and very likely 


of their eternal welfare, for a ſmall penſion. . And 


any one will find, on a computation, that 40,0001. 


a year, divided, would be but a poor recompence 
for what they are to undergo for it. But from 
what Engliſh gentlemen that 10,0001, muſt come, 


or for what purpoſe, I could not fee. | 


Well, then I conſidered with the mob, ſup- 
poſing the money come from France, or the court 
of Rome; and theſe are ſet on work to embroil 
and weaken us at this critical juncture of the war. 
But againſt this, I found rhe principle perſons 
among them to be ſuch as had all their lives been 


looked on as lovers of their country, and ſome of 
them, ſuch as have appeared eminent in aſſerting 


the liberty and property of the ſubject, to the 
hazard of their lives and fortunes. Not one 
amongſt them any ways inclining to popery, but 
ſuch as all their lives hitherto, in their ptofeſſion 


- of religion, had appeared the reverſe of it.— 


But to be ſet on work by either of theſe courts, 
would require a prodigious ſum. For to be ſure 


ahele- gentlemen, of one, two, three and four 


thouſand pounds a year, that expoſe themſelves 
amongſt them, cannot have a leſs annual penſion 


than the yearly income of their eſtates. And if 


we look abroad we ſhall ſee that both France and 
Rome may lay out their money to more advan- 


egdes, this is not a contrivance of either of 


. thoſe courts, who never truſt their ſecrets amon 

_ fo many; and | am apt to believe the court of 
EKome has found their intereſt in fomenting our 
Adiviſions fo little, that they will hardly be at any 


great expence to encourage them. 
S151 * But 


* ( 11 3 


But againſt both theſe heads-of gain, and 4 de- | 
ſign to imbroil us, the ſame objections, as to car-. 


Tying on the work, ftarted up as againſt that of 


ambition. So I could not perſuade myſclf that 


any of theſe three were the motives of it. 
Another argument with me againſt a contri- 


| vance, was to fee a 3 of four years old. 
requently, and in ſuch 


have theſe agitations very 
a manner, as I really thought not in the power of 
nature to perform. But that which further per- 


ſuaded me to believe them not natural, was to 


ſee a little child of leſs than three months old, (7 

Per uncapable of being taught) have the like 
. | 

So in like manner have I ſeen ſome poſtures of 

their bodies, fuch as I could not ſolve by all the 

rules of mechaniſm. And what had fome weight 

with me to think it not a contrivance, was to fee 


them all practice in private, what they profeſſed 


in public, viz. A zeal for God, and his holineſs, 
and conftant prayer, and praiſes to him. 

But that which fully determined me in this point, 
was their predicting things ' miraculous to be 
wrought, within a determined time by them. 


And that time very ſhort. And declaring to the 


world, that if the power of God, does not be- 

fore the 29th * of April next, atteſt to the work, 

they will own themſelves deluded. TY 
Theſe conſiderations made me believe, as I hope 


they will you, that the people were in carneft, and 


that no raſcally delign was amongſt them. 
Then I began to conſider, whether any diſeaſe, 
FS 8 in nature, could make men thus ſpeak, 
and act. 3 | ERS 
* Herein they erred, by fixing a time it was not given 
them to know. | 
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" And in order thereto, I conſidered it under 


"= theſe ſeveral heads, viz. 


T. Frenzy or madneſs. 
2. Enthuſiaſtic melancholy. 
| 3. Or epileptic convulſive fits. 
And theſe, upon reading what account the phy- 


ſicians give of them, were 4 I could conſider it 


under. | 
The firſt, they ſay, appears with rage and fury. 


. Extravagant and miſchievous in all their actions, 


and abſurd and ridiculous in every thing they do. 
Therefore I could not poſſibly think theſe per- 


ſons ſo, becauſe they appeared at all times per- 


fectly in their right minds; always endued with 


| ſenſe and diſcretion ; managed their ſeveral call - 


ings with the ſame care they uſually did, and in 
all their actions behayed themſelves with unqueſti-, 
onable modeſty and prudence. | | 
Then again the diſeaſed are always incoherent 
and unintelligible in their talk, full of vanity and 
ridiculous- affertions, (as one may ſoon find that 
ventures himſelf in Bedlam). The other, on the 


contrary, always appearing rational in their diſ- 
- - courſes, and ready upon all occaſions to anſwer 


any queſtions propoſed, with a compleat and me- 
thodical anſwer; gave me but little reaſon to ima- 
gine them ſo. n 

So likewiſe, madneſs betrays at all times, by 
the viſage and ghaſtly countenance, the diſtraction 
and fury of the mind. But I never could perceive 


"the leaſt difference, or alteration in the complexi- 


ons of the inſpired, even in their agitations, and 

that ſeems the moſt likely time for it. | 
Then again, 3 is conſtantly attended 

with a hot blood, and a quick irregular pulſe. And 


I declare, I ſeveral times (as any one might) have 
| © felt 


(£33) 


felt their pulſe, when in the ſtrongeſt agitations, 
(which were wich greater violence than any mad- 
man ever ſhook himſelf,) and always found them 
rather low, than high, and exactly, as near as any 
one could judge, true, and regular, which de- 
monſtrated to me, it was not a diſeaſe. 2 
And though it may be ſaid, that the moſt fran- 
tic have ſome intervals of rationality. Yer, find- 
ing the inſpired perſons nat only rational, between 
their extatic fits, but even in thoſe very firs (when 
they are moſtly ſuppoſed to be mad,) to argue 
with brighter reaſon, than out of them; deliver 
diſcourſes very elegant and long, aſk, or anſwer 
queſtions, with wonderful propriety and wiſdom, 
cven exceeding their natural capacity; it evi- 
dently appeared to me the higheſt injuſtice in the 
world to charge them with madneſs, when even in 
thoſe extatic fits, which gives the ground for the 
aſperſion, they had a greater portion of under- - 
ſtanding and judgment, than the leaſt mad at the 
beſt interval, or any perſon that never was ac- 
counted ſo. For I have been with them, when 
one in an extatic fit has aſked ſeveral queſtions, 
the agitations cealing till the perſon returned his 
. anſwer. Which rule and command no madman 
as ever I could hear of was capable of oblerving. 
Beſides, upon a due enquiry into the cauſes of 
madneſs, as a too cloſe thinking, or impreſs on 
the mind of any miſcrable ſubject, as love de- 
ſpiſed, or any evil feared, or poſſeſt with; as 
poverty, pride, diſgrace, &c. F could not per- 
ceive the leaſt reaſon to allege any of theſe cauſes 
to the perſons inſpired, they being ſuch, whole 
age and circumſtances rendered it impoſſible, as 
little children, who know not the paſſion of love, 
nor once think of poverty or diſgrace. And = ; 
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the other hand the age, prudence, behaviour, and 
lentiful fortunes of the reſt, deſtroyed the leaſt 
fo ſpicion of it. And to ſuppoſe a perſon mad, 
without any cauſe, is ſuch a ſuppoſition as none 
but a fool (I thought) would lay claim to. 
Well, then 1 mined a little into the ſecond 
head, to wit, enthuſiaſtic melancholy, and found 


It was obſerved that they always appeared heavy 
and thoughtful, generally full of exceeding ridi- 


culous notions in moſt things; but eſpecially of 


God and religion, that they employed moſt of 
their time in an empty zeal for, and in the ſha- 
dow of it. And thereſore I met with conviction 
enough to ſatisfy me, that the inſpired perſons 
could not be ranked under this head, becauſe I 
knew ſeveral of them to be men of quite different 
diſpoſitions, and of a briſk lively conſtitution, 
and then the ſubject of their ſeveral warnings, or 


; eures (as any one may ſee) being orthodox 


and pure; exactly agreeable to the Holy Seri 
tures, and the beſt reaſon, Not the leaſt falſe 
85 N or erroneous principle taught, or en- 
joined. Nothing but pulity of life and man- 
. preſſed =6 inculcated ; was ſufficient alone 
to convince me that they had not ſuch whimſical 
brains. 

But beſides, when 1 had conſidered what phy ſi- 
cians ſay concerning this ſort of madneſs, it then 


ſhewed itſelf the more unlikely it ſhould be ſo; 


, becauſe, they allow it is generally occaſioned by 
over- thinking, with a previous diſpoſition of 
body, (ſeldom ſcen in men of labour and exerciſe) 
which increaſe the ſame. So that, when their 
minds are filled with variety of thoughts drawn 
from ſtudy, or their own unſeitled brain, it raiſes 


a vain ambition of forming new doctrines, and a 
fondneſs 


/ 
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| fondneſs of an intimacy, or communion wien 
God. Now, I ſay, I found the inſpired of diffe- 
rent tempers and conſtitutions ; that ſome of them 
were foes of labout and exerciſe; and what 
- was of the moſt weight with me, that the ſeveral 
children (who are utterly uncapable of ſuch ſtu- 
dies, or of ſuch deſigning ambitious reflections, 
and therefore impoſſible to have this diſeaſe,) were 
inſpired alſo, | 1285 
And upon enquiry into the third and laſt head, 
the epileic convulſive fits, I found they were 
always attended with fevers, or illneſs, which of- 
tentimes ſuddenly proved mortal, always have a 
diſorderly pulſe, the perſon full of pain and an- 
guiſh, (if ſenſible at all) otherwiſe diveſted in a 
manner of life and motion, and which (if they 
recover) frequently deprives them of a great ſhare 
of the underſtanding they had before. So that 
here needed little more than mentioning them, for 
a demonſtration to me, that theſe perſons were not 
afflicted with. this diſeaſe, for they conſtantly en- 
joy an entire ftate of health, and in their extatic 
fits are as ſenſible of every word or action, bm 
or done, as out of them, their minds perfectly 
free and eaſy. Their pulſe (as I ſaid before) true 
and regular, and that violent mction of body (as 
they have ſeverally affirmed to me) eaſy to them, 
and affording a delight. # 
And indeed it mult be ſo. For one of the in- 
ſpired ſolemnly declared to me, that in the mid- 


dle of laſe ſummer ſhe was violently agitated, _ 


without intermiſſion from eight o'clock one morn- 
ing, to two the next, and as freſh and lively when 
ſhe came out of them, as before ſhe was ſcized, 
which (I thought) nothing but a ſupernatural al- 
ſiſtance could perform. * <4 1 
n 


© a6). 
And to aſcribe the appearances to the power of 
a heightened imagination, I thought very abſurd 
and ridiculous. For all the operations of fancy, 
5 (however worked up by artful motives, as charms, 
odr a prepoſſeſſed ptomiĩſe, of obtaining any tying 
dͥeſired,) the ſpring is the defire of the foul, an 
which when raiſed to its higheſt pitch diſcharges 
- itſelf, and then Janguiſhes and falls. But this in 
every thing appears directly oppoſite, gradually 


increaſes, and rifes to more and more perfection. 


But what put it beyond diſpute was the health 
and circumſtances of the. perſons, as the children 
who know not how to work up their fancy, or 
have it worked on. But that which was more and 
an undoubted evident and demonſtrable proof to 
me, that it could not be fancy, was (that ſince all 
allow it is worked up by deſire of the perſon, ) 
that I knew ſeveral who earneſtly deſired the agi- 
tation, and conſtantly frequented the afſemblies, 
and yet have them not, and others that never de- 
fired them, ſcarce ever ſaw them, and yet have 
- been ſeized; which ſhewed there was another way 

of communication. 1 . 
But the aſſertion that theſe motions are catch- 
ing, ſeemed more ridiculous to me than the other, 
for that is ſuppoſing it ſuch a diſeaſe as the plague, 
1mall-pox, meaſles, (which furely nobody can be 
ſo. ſenſeleſs as to aſſert) or ele, that there are 


- 


- ome” ſecret particles of matter flying from one 


body to another, as is ſuppoſed in ſympathy and 
antipathy, which is what the belt heads have left 
undetermined : Yet, this I thought we were cer - 
rain of, that if they act at all, it was by agree- 
ment, and ſimilitude of parts, and if ſo, it was 
" obviouſly impoſſible for two contraries to agree, 

and yet they muſt, if it be ſuppoſed; that perſons 
22 14 having 


| [ 1 1 
having an averſion to any thing ſhould be. affect 


. ingly ſeized by it. 


Neither has yer, as ever I could dearth; been any 

icine found out in nature, that will produce 

any the like appearances, without manifeſtly de- 

4 2 the health, if not killing the Peres chat 
it. 

But I ſoon ſolved all theſe appearances, and per- 
ceived the folly and unreaſonableneſs of theſe. 
imputations, by a diligent peruſal of the Holy 

e ee for, both in the Old and New Teſta- 
55 lainly appears, that there were viſible 

8 1 the Spirit, when upon or in the Pro- 
pbets and Apoltles ;- as © the Spirit of the Lord 
dame upon me,“ ſaid the Prophet; which ſhews 
the Spirit of the Lord was not always upon him, 


and that he knew when it was, or was not. And 


the ſpirit of Saul was ſo diſtinguiſhable, that 
thoſe about him knew when it came upon him, and 
when it left him. Eliſha is found playing on a 
_timbrel, ro Invite, as it were, or put his ſoul into 
a fit frame to receive the Spirit, which he would 
not have done, if it had been always upon him, 
or if he did not know when it was, or was not. 

f Aud ſo the Spirit, repreſented by a fire in David's 
tongue, and in Jeremiah's bones, which often 
forcedithem to ſpeak contrary to cheir reſolutions, 
inſomuch that they complained of an intolerable. 
burthen, that they were ready to burſt with it till 

vented; plainly indicated a pony pane and 
| ſoperior to their own. | 
The Prophet that anointed Jehy king, had 
ſuch viſible tokens, as made the princes that fart 
with him; aſk what that madman wanted. Burt 
the LXX readers it plainer jn the Greek, and 
calls him an 8 man, that 1 is, What did this 
D 25 1 
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5 ſoaking man want of thee? 2 Kings, chap. ix. 11 


and their tranſlation of the gth chapter of Holes, 


and the 7th verſe, is ſo plain, that the Prophets 


had ſuch extatic ſhaking fits, when the Spirit was 
upon them, that it can no way be evaded; ſolike- 
wiſe Jeremiah and the reſt of the Prophets were 


, eſteemed madmen by the people. Jer. ch. ix. 20, 


27. which conſequently implied they had ſome 
ſign of madneſs, (and what thoſe ſigns are, moſt 
know) and indeed, from ſeveral paſſages in Sacred 
Writ, they muſt appear ſo to a prejudiced perſon. 
As for inſtance, Saul's lying naked; David danc- 


ing before the Ark; Iſaiah walking through the 


ſtrects with his buttocks bare; Eliſha and the 
king of Iſracl a ſhooting; Jeremiah with a yoke 
about-his neck, or hiding his girdle in the rock; 
Ezekiel battering in his own dung, drawing Je- 
ruſalem on a tile, and beſieging and raiſing batte- 
"ries againſt it; and Hoſea's martying a common 


whore. I ſay theſe and ſuch- like, by ſome, would 
be thought mad and ridiculous, yet they were the 


commands of the fountain of knowledge, and 


l do not doubt) carried in them ſuperlative wiſ - 
Abd not only in the Old Teſtament, but in the 


New, I found that the Apoſtles; at the day of 
"Pentecoſt, were by all the people ſuppoſed drunk. 


Nov, conſidering what were the tokens. of a 


drunken Man, I could not reaſonably ſuppoſe 
they lay under that calumay, for ſpeaking in the 
languages of the ſeveral nations; for that muſt 
be the effect of learning and ſobriety. But other- 
wiſe, that the Holy Ghoſt filled them with ſuch 
joy and raptures, with ſuch viſible ſigns on their 


bodies, as a ſkaking and ſtaggering, and by the 


- 


impulſe of the Spirit forcing them to ſpeak 7 | 
* wat. 6k 0” uc 
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ſuch violence, dividing their words ſomewhat 
like the ſtammering of a drunken man. | 
From thole conſiderations, I thought it was rea- 
ſonable to conclude, that every perſon oy to 
be exceedingly cautious how he attributes 
tations or other poſtures of body of theſe inſpired | 
perſons, under conſideration, to madneſs, leſt the 
inſtances produced out of facred writ, be liable 
to the fame imputations; for it is apparent, that 
whatever may be juſtly urged to ſolve thoſe ap- 
rances, will equally clear theſe. 


Being therefore, by che before mentioned con- 


ſiderations, entirely convinced that the inſpired 
perſons were neither impoſtors, mad, or diſeaſed, 
l then conſidered, whether, allowing chem 


to be honeſt, ſincere, well-meaning perſons, they 


yet might nct he deluded, and fo this great ap- 
prarance be only a ſatanical deluſion ; Which, 
though moſt commonly objected, yet ſeemed to 
me, upon an impartial examination, to be incum- 
bered with the moſt unſurmountable difficulties: A 
For in the firſt place, 

I conſidered that Almighty God had in his holy 
word declared himielf a Being, jealous of his 
honour, and had expreſsly ſaid, That He would 
not give his glory to another, T could not there- 
fore think it reconcileable to the truth of this de- 
claration, and the notions we have of his awful 
tremendous Majeſty, to ſuppoſe that he has ſo 
long permitted his declared enemy to aſſume his 
Character, to ſpeak in his name, to rece.ve the 
homage and adorations of his creatures, even 
choſe very creatures that God himſelf has declared 
” made, to render him the tribute of xp and. 
arg | 
| In. the next place, 1 conſidered the infinite mer- | 
| D 2 | oY 
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l neſs. of God to bis crea- 
tures; the many affectionate expreſſions in the 
Holy Seriptures, of the good will that God bears 
to thoſe that fincerely worſhip and readily obey 
him; I then 8 the conduct of the be- 
levers in this diſpenſation, that no worldly inte- 
reſt, no gainful proſpe&, nothing but a juſt con- 
: cert for the glory of God, and an allowable care 
of their ſouls, that were the motives that engaged 
them in the enquiry; I then conſidered the ſeve- 
ral ſteps they have taken in their enquiries, that 
they endeavoured by all ways poſſible to arrive at 
| _—_ in this important affair, by weighing and 

impartially conſidering the arguments and objec» 
tions on both ſides, by CG nces with thoſe 
friends that were moſt capable _ 1ving them ſa- 
tisfaction, by an 3 ruſal of the Holy 
Scriptures, and chiefly by Frequently approath- 
ing to the throne grace, with a teachable 
. temper, and child-like diſpoſition, to beg the 
guidance. bend direction of the unering Spirit 


of God. When, I ſay, I had duly conſidered 


theſe things, I found it very difficult to al- 
low that the God of unſpeakable goodneſs and 
mercy ſhould deliver up theſe honeſt, ſincere, 
well-meaning chriſtians into the hands of the 
grand enemy of fouls,” to be thus deluded, and 
. -to ſpeak of the moſt horrid blaſphemy, as it "muſt 
be allowed the ſpeaking in the perſon of God is, 
11 what is ſaid be not the dictates of the ſpirit of 

od; this 1 thought was giving a 
Mate. vii. 9, ſtone, when bread was aſked, and 

10, 11. 2 ſerpent, inſtead of a fiſh; which, 

if as our Saviour juſtly ar 
is eee in a mortal man to his child, I 


IE muſt be a * prejudice, to allow 
that 


( 21 ) . 
that our Heavenly Father will do it; for if we, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
our children, how much more ſhall our Father, 
which is in heaven, give good things unto. them 
that aſk him. | REN: 
In the next place I conſidered, that ſuppoſing 
that God was not jealous of his honour, and that 
it was conſiſtent with his goodneſs, to deliver u 
the ſincere enquirers after him and his ways, to 
be tools in the hands of the devil; yet I could 
find but little reaſon to believe, that the devil was 
now acting a part quite counter to what he has 
been doing ever ſince the foundation of the world: 
He has always made it his buſineſs to tempt and 
ſeduce mankind from the diſcharge of their duty; 
whereas the general tenour of the Karnings, eſ- 
* pecially thoſe lately delivered have a quite con- 
trary tendency ; they, in a peculiar and beautiful 
manner diſplay the kindneſs and goodneſs of God 
ro mankind ; they ſet forth and ſkillfully preſs the 
great obligations that man lies under to his maker, 
they repreſent. the folly and mad neſs of man's 
offending his God by breaking his laws; they 
plainly ſhew that man's intereſt, both temporal 
and eternal, is neceſſarily connected with his duty; 


and that he connot. neglect the one without the © 


other; they repreſent the baſeneſs and ingratitude 
of man's abuſing the loving kindneſs and mercy: 
of fo good and gracious a Father as God has been 
to man; which I conſidered was the moſt affet- 
ing argument of any, to thoſe that have the leaſt 
ſenſe of ingenuity left. And from the conſider- 
ation of theſe ſeveral arguments, forcibly and pa- 
thetically urge a gratetul return from man to 10 
ood and gracious a Father by a ready obedience to 
2 will. In ſhort, I could not but obſerve that 
* 8 | | frequent 
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frequent prayer, falting, purity, holineſs, patience, 
temperance, Juſtice, humility, love of God and 
- our neighbour, an humble reſignation to the will 
of God in all things; and, in ſhort, the whole 
_ ſcheme of true chriſtianity were emphatically en- 
forced ; which if complied with, and there are 
the moſt preſſing arguments to enforce the practice 
_ of them, would neceflarily deſtroy the kingdom of 
ſatan; upon this occaſion | conſidered our Savi- 
' our's reaſoning in Luke, chap. xi. 17, &c.— 
and could not but perceive that it was altogether 
as applicable to this caſe, as to that: Which 
obliged me to take notice of the ſtrange prejudice 
of moſt perfons ; who, though 'tis highly proba- 
ble that the glorious kingdom of the Methah is 
near approaching, as will appear by what I ſhall * 
offer by and by; yet will, againſt 41 ripture and 
reaſon believe that the devil himſelf will poſſeſs the 
fouls of men, and draw them nearer and nearer 
unto God, and preach up the pure precepts of the 
goſpel,” perform the office ot the forcrunner of 
Chriſt coming in his glory that he ſhall be divided 
againſt himſelf, and preach up righteouſneſs with 
an extraordinary force and energy in one place, 
and preach up wickedneſs in another; rather than 
bel eve, that God ſhould, as *tjs plainly intimated 
he would, ſend forth a voice to bid the world pre- 
pare for the coming of the bridegroom, ' that 
they might have time to trim their lamps, get on 
their wedding garments, and ſo go in to the mar- 
riage feaſt, the ſupper of the, Lamb. | 
think it not improper in this place to mention 
the condition of a young woman z who having for 
ſome years been in a deſpairing condition, yet has 
purely” by attending to the diſcourſes of the in- 
i pired perſons, been brought to entertain _— 


L931. 
able hopes and comfortable expectations of the 


mercy and favour of Gd. 

In the next place, in order to form a true ] 
ment of this matter, I conſidered what I coul 
recollect from my own reading and the obſer- 
vation of others, in relation to the behaviour, car- 
riage, and other circumſtances of perſons poſ- 
ſeſſed by an evil ſpirit. I found that ſuch — 
ſieſſed perſons were always ſpiteſul and malicious 
to their neighbours, were ready to do any thing 
that might harm their perſons, or ruin their repu- 
rations and eſtates; and, in reſpect to their own - 
perſons, that they were often flung into the dirt, 

thrown into the fire, and hurried to the commiſ- 

ſicn of ſuch things as maniſeſtly tended to their 
ruin; and that the things ſo by them committed, 
apparently ſhewed the nature and temper of that 

Apirit that poſſeſſed them; whereas, on the con- 

ttary, the ſpirit that over- rules the inſpired per- 

ſons produces quite 4 ifferent effects; it is gene - 
rally attended with a devout temper of mind, an 
elevation of the foul to God, an huinble xeſig - 
nation to the wilkof God in all things, and a ſin- 
cere unaffected love to their neighbours ; and, in 
reſpect to the body, it leaves it in the ſame habit 
and ſtate of health in which it found it; from 
whence. I thought it was caſy to conclude, that 
the ſpirit that over ruled the inſpired perſons, was 
not an evil ſpirit, becauſe the effects produced 
Vere ſo very different from thoſe appearances 
that conſtantly attend the poſſeſſion of the devil. 
In the next place I conſidered thoſe arguments 
the apoltles urged as proofs of their own inſpira- 
tions; they mention the gift of prophecy, the gift 
of languages, the gift of prayer and praiſes. unto 
wu the gift of diſcerning ſpirits, and the mi- 
niſtration 


exceeding cautious in this matter, leſt, by at- 


„ 
niſtration of the ſame ſpirit unto others by laying 
on of hands; now it is apparent that theſe gifts 
are beſtowed upon theſe inſpired perſons : if there- 


fore we may ſuppoſe that God has given the devil 


authority to beſtow theſe gifts, what hinders us 
from” believing that he may give him a power 
alſo to work miracles; and it ſo, what ſecurity 


can we have, chat any revelation which we believe 
to have been from God, is really ſo; ſince, if we 


ſoreadily allow that God has given the devil power 
to beſtow thoſe gifts juſt now mentioned, as proofs 
of, and atteſtations to, his. deluſions, what reaſon 
have we to believe that God did not give the devil 


thar arms in the apoſtle's times; I concluded 
re, that it well became all perſons to be 


tributing the appearances in this diſpenſation to 


"a ſatanical deluſion, they, more than they are 


aware- of, undermine the ;Divine Authority of 
thoſe. writings, which we believe to be, and un- 
deubtedly are, the revelations of God. 5 

The ſeveral matters I have now mentioned un- 


der this head of ſatanical deluſion did appear to 
me to have a great deal of force; but I will con- 
feſs to you, fir, that what fully determined me in 
this 


point, the force which I think it impoſſible 
for any man to elude, is what I ſhall now mention, 


and fo conclude this head. The Holy Scriptures 
in many places mention it as an attribute proper 


only to the Almighty, to know the ſecrets of men's 
hearts; and if the Scripture had not been ſo ex- 
preſs in this particular, I could fee but little rea- 


ſon to believe that any created being had ever 


eqjoyed that extenſive privilege. Now the in- 
ſpired perſons all unanimouſly agree, that their 
mental prayers have been immediately anſwered 
i 5 - | ” by 
5 ; 
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( 25 ) 8 
by the mouths of others; that of this the inſtances 
are numerous, and that in ſuch particulars, as 
could ſcarce poſſibly come within the gueſs of 
the moſt ſagacious created Being; nay, ſir, I do 


affirm to you, that I myſelf, though not inſpired, 


am an inſtance of this, for my moſt ſecret thoughts 
have in various inſtances, and upon different oc- 
caſions, been revealed to me by ſome of the in- 
ſpired perſons ; from whence I thought I might 
conclude, that if ſcripture is to be depended on, 
which I hope you do not doubt of, the ſeveral 
appearances in this diſpenſation cannot poſſibly 
be accounted for, by allowing it to be a ſatanical 
deluſion. „ Act, in e e 20979) © mis 
Having thus examined into it by my reaſon, 
and finding I could not ſolve the appearance that 
way, I reſolved to bring it to the laſt and beſt teſt, 
the already revealed Will-of Gd. 
80 I conſidered the doctrine taught, the ſum of 


which is chis, vis. F, 0x7 Pa 
bat God in his Love through Chriſt: Jeſus,” 
will reſtore to mankind what man loſt by his cor- 


roption and degeneracy, viz. That the whole 


creation ſhall appear in its primitive beauty, and 
man regain the perfection of Adam, and his im- 


mediate communion wich God. And that this 


great reſtoration. ſhall be brought about by the 
Spirit of God being poured out on all that thirſt 
after it, and the wicked: deſpiſers of it being de- 
ſtroyed wich judgments from off the face ot the 
each... nne ; 
And look ing into the Scriptures, I find it there 
ſaid, Tbat we ſhall regain in Chriſt, what we loſt in 
Adam. And I find mighty things expected at 
the time of our Lord's being revealed from Hea- 
ven, 1 find all along in the New Teſtament, a+ 
3 E glorious 


ed; and that our Lord taugh 


Aw ben ki 
God; and that al 


89 * 


8 0 "ot: ) 
glorious. kingdom deſcribed, and generally called 8 


the kingdom of God, or the kingdom of Heaven; 

and I find that this kingdom was not to take 

place till our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was again reveal- 

t us to pray daily 
for i it, laying, Thy kingdom come, that 1b will may 
be done, in earth as it is in heaven, which ſhews that 
governed by the Spirit of 
in it, man ſhould be reſtored 
to his primitive purity; or otherwiſe the will of 
God could not be done in earth. EI IIS: 


ven. 
1 found this glorious fate exaQly ro b anſoey all 


the ancient prophecies in the Old Teſtament, yet 


+ -- unfulfiled, That thus the king- 
Dan. cap. vii. dom, and dominion, and the great- 
138. 27. neſs of the kingdom under the 

whole heaven (according to Da- 
nel): would be given to the people of the ſaints of 


the Moſt High, and governed by the Lord Jeſus. 
| JOE that the' bringing about this kingdom by 


; the Power of God, anfwered, that 
de . 30% other prophecy in the ſame pro- 
45. phet, that the kingdom of God 

ould be eſtabliſhed, by a ſtone * 
cut out of the mountain without hands; that 
the prop of Joel will be fulfilled, that the 
ee the ſhall be poured out on all fleſh. 

And allo thoſe prophecies that de- 


. 4 ii. 2, Ge. {cribe a glorious reign of peace, un - 


der the PRINCE of PEACE; in 


which the lion and the lamb ſhall lie down toge- 


ther, and ſpears ſhall be beat into pruning hooks, 


and ſwords into plow ſhares, and nation no more 


e KH 


of 
”" WS 
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In ſhort, I could now ſee a noble theme for 
thoſe triumphant ſongs, by the Pſalmiſt, and the 
| 2828 celebrating the joyful reign of the Me- 
ah. | 
And find how Joſhua, David and Solomon, 
were all, in their ſeveral ſtations, types of this 
PRINCE that ſhould fir on the throne of David; 
and how that the Temple of Solomon, built with- 
out the noiſe of ax or hammer, was typical of this 
temple of the Lord, this New Jeruſalem coming 
down 'from Heaven, and the work of Heaven 
alone, and not of the noiſy induſtry of men. 
And how that when the glory of the Lord 
filled Solomon's temple, it drove the prieſts out 
of it, typified that in. this new temple of God, 
which ſhould extend to the utmoſt bounds of the 
earth, the Lord himſelf ſhould be the light there- 
of, and his law writ in every man's heart, ſo that 
he ſhould have no more need to enquire of his 
neighbour, but that every man ſhould be a prieſt 
unto himſelf. Ne 
This will fulfil that glorious deſcription given 
by St. Peter and St. John, of a new heaven and a 
new earth, in which ſhall dwell righteouſneſs, and 
in, which all tears, &c. ſhall be baniſhed and 
waſhed away from our eyes. And ſhow how juſt 
a reaſon the apoſtles, and primitive chriſtians had 
to be in a longing, and earneſt expectation of the 
Lord Jeſus, to be again revealed from heaven, in 
which the whole creation was to be diſburdened# 
of its curſe, and the ſons of God ſhine forth, as. 
_ "the ſun in the kingdom of their Father. 
And how we ought all to ſay with the ſpouſe 
of Chriſt, come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly. | 
And that terrible.judgments are to precede this 
triumphant reign of the Ge? found as" 
| 1 y 


( 28 ) 
by all the prophets that propheſied of the MeL 


nah's kingdom : "ſetting. out, how he ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed on his throne with juſtice and judg- 
ment, and how he 1s to tread down his enemies 
in his fury. And à ver) large deſcription given 
of the terrors of that day of the Lord, in which 
he ſhould viſit the earth, for the ſins thereof and 
alſo in the New Teſtament, by John the Baptiſt ; 
where he ſays of our Lord, that he ſhould tho- 
roughly purge his floor, and burn up the chaff 
in unquenchable fire. And that every tree that 
brought not forth good fruit, ſnould be hewn down 
and caſt into the fire. And by our Lord himſelt 
in that parable, that at the end of the world the 
angels ſhould go forth, and gather the tares from 
among the wheat. And that of * | 
Enoch, how the Lord ſhould come Jude. 14. I $ 
with ten thouſand of the ſaints eee 
execute judgment, &c. 4 
And I can now fee how all this was typ wified by 
the church of God, the children of Ifrae] being 
brought out of Egypt by a ſtrong hand, by ter- 
Tible "Judgments from Heaven. And that their 
' deliverance was by the deſtruction of their ene- 
mies; which, by the way, anſwers all the prophe- 
<ies, that the. day of the Lord's vengeance on the 
, wicked, is the time of the redemption of his 
choſen; ſee Iſaiah Ixiii. 4. and all the other pro- 
-phecies deſcribing this day of terror. 
Add by this pourigg out of the Spirit of God, 


and it being made evident how our Lord Jeſus, in 


this his triumphant ſtate, anſwers the utmoſt 
hopes that the Jews could have of their glorious 
Meſſiah; I can eaſily conceive how the Jews ſhall 


 becalſed, . ee the Gentiles brought 
(oi, 


_ 
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„ 

in, and all be made one flock, under one ſhepherd 
Chriſt Jeſus, the great Biſhop of our ſouls. 

In ſhort, I now, ſince I have had this key, can 
ſcarce dip any where into the Oid and New Teſ- 
taments; bur I find ſomething pointing at this 
reſtitution of all things. Be Eh, 
And fince there has been a great apoſtacy from 
the Chriſtian Purity ; and there are wars, and ru- 
mours of wars; and that the time is come, in 
which there is ſcarce faith on earth, of our Lord's 
appearance to reſtore all things, all Which was to 
precede the time of his coming, I could not fee 
any ground to conclude, why it - ſhould not be 
now, as well as in the next age, or longer. 
And then finding amongtt theſe prophers, an 
extraordinary ſpirit of prayer and praiſe unto God 
the gifts of prophecy, the gift of exhortation, the 
gift of diſcerning ſpirits, the gift of languages, 


and the miniſtration of the ſame ſpirit unto others, 


already evident, and ſome earneſts of the gifts of 
healing, all which were proofs that the Holy 
Spirit gave in the apoltles* times; I durſt not 
take upon me to ſay, that this was not the cry 
that was to go forth at midnight, ſaying, Bebold the 
bridegroom cometh, go ye forth to meet bim. 
But on thecontrary, I think it my duty to make 
all the haſte I can, to prepare myſelf for his com- 
ing, that I may not have my oil to buy, and my 
lamp to trim, when I ſhould enter in with him. 
If this be not the true cry, I am no Tofer, but 
if it be, I am a great gainer. et 
And though in this appearance there are ſome 
things odd, and not according to man's wiſdom. 
Yet having obſerved that the Alwiſe, has at all 
times appeared in a manner different from what 
the wile of the world expected; and has declared 


that 
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that he will confound the Ficker of the wiſe, and 
ring to nothing the. underſtanding of the pru- 


dent; and there being ſhin'ng evidences of its 
being from God, 1 bd not from ſome little 


| clouds that now and then ſeem to dur underſtand- 
ings to darken its luſtre, conclude, that God was 


not in it, or take upon me, in my faint light, to 
determine what the Alwiſe, and uncontrovlable 
will, or will not do to us, that are worſe than the 
duſt before him. 

Sir, you will pleaſe to pardon my freedom, and 
1 hope it will by this be evident to you, that I have 
ſome reaſon to think fayourably of the prophets. 
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